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The culver* the stockdoo,*
With "peewit " the lapwing,
The Versicles shall sing.

This curious, short-lined verse is Skelton's most
characteristic rhythm, and he uses it alike for quiet
poems and for noisy ones. One of his liveliest poems,
The Tunning* of Elinor Rumming, is in this metre,
Elinor Humming kept a disreputable inn " beside
Leatherhead," and all kinds of women gathered there
to drink her ale.

Come who so will
To Elinor on the hill
With "Fill the cup, fill!"
And sit there by still,
Early and late.
Thither comefh Kate,
Cisly, and Sare,
With their legs bare. . , .
With titters and tatters,
Bring dishes and platters,
With all their might running
To have of her tunning.

He uses the same short line in Colin Clout, his satire
against the priests. He is hinting at Wolsey, " so bold
and so bragging, and was so basely born," when he
says:

And where the prelates be
Come of low degree,

.1 Ring-dove.    3 Stock-dove.    * Decanting   of ale   from  tuns
(barrels).